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Other organizations Tracking Table 2018  

Centre for Agriculture and Biosciences International (CABI) 

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment  Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

1. Integrating agriculture and nutrition to 

address hidden hunger through a new 

cross-CABI program. 

On target with commitments; programme funding has now ended. On course 

Basis for 

assessment: 

several 

achievements made 

towards 

commitments. 

2. Working with Groupe Speciale Mobile 

Association (GSMA) in developing 

mNutrition, a new mobile phone–based 

nutrition and agriculture service to 3 million 

people in Africa and South Asia. 

Localised content developed by global consortium and local content partners for 

mAgri or mHealth services in 12 countries across Africa and Asia. Open access 

content in 24 languages has been produced, with 18,500 open access messages 

developed, plus 2,000 factsheets and 2,000 voice messages. GSMA reported 5.1m 

users of mAgri services against a target of 3m; mHealth usage data subject to 

confirmation from GSMA (results pending). >1.5m users are estimated to have 

made behavioural changes as a result of agri-based advice (GSMA, 2017); these 

included changes in planting decisions, land management, harvesting and storage. 

 

Content can be accessed freely at a newly-developed Nutrition Knowledge Bank, 

at www.cabi.org/nutritionkb 

3. Working with food companies, human 

health programs, and agricultural extension 

programs to create a platform for 

multistakeholder dialogue and a portfolio of 

products and services. 

Country anniversary workshops were delivered in all mNutrition countries by lead 

country partners from the consortium (GCPs), which were held with local country 

implementers, mobile and content validation stakeholders in country. These were 

used to highlight successes and areas where improvements were needed for 

content integration with the service. 

 

4. Delivering knowledge products and 

services to meet the needs of researchers, 

policy makers, and farmers and ensure 

access via Plantwise and tailored mobile 

services. 

The CABI consortium (CABI, GAIN, ILRI, Oxfam GB and BMJ) has produced a 

number of Lessons Learned briefings about content development challenges; 

published by ILRI. Topics covered include approaches to content creation, 

processes & structures; end-user feedback and its role in content creation; 

challenges of content validation procedures; and QA/QC. 
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Centre for Agriculture and Biosciences International (CABI) 

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment  Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

Nutrition-sensitive agricultural information, including pest-management, good 

agricultural practice, and some post-harvest advice, is incorporated within CABI's 

Plantwise programme and disseminated via plant clinics, plant health rallies and 

mass extension campaigns. As at December 2017 the programme was active in 32 

countries, with a cumulative reach of >18m farmers. Crop management and plant 

health advice from these programmes is incorporated within third party mobile 

advisory services utilising CABI content and messages. CABI will seek to 

incorporate nutrition-sensitive advice within its bespoke plant health app services in 

future, subject to available funding. 

 

CGIAR   

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment  Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

1. Scaling up its work on nutrition-relevant 

agricultural research – through CGIAR 

research programs: (1) Agriculture for 

Nutrition and Health; (2) Roots, Tubers, and 

Bananas; (3) Policy, Institutions, and 

Markets; and (4) Livestock and Fish. 

No response No response 
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Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN)  

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment  Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

1. The Business Platform for Nutrition 

Research (BPNR), under design with 10 of 

the world’s largest companies in 

partnership with leading public sector and 

academic institutions, seeks to channel new 

investment into research and development 

for nutrition. Over the next several months, 

GAIN and partners will work to define the 

specific research agenda, delivery model, 

and governance structure with the intention 

of formally launching the BPNR at the UN 

General Assembly in September 2013. 

In 2017, BPNR identified new research studies and further advanced the 

development of research proposals for the three work streams. 

 

Within the bioavailability, bookmakers and health diagnosis (BBD) work stream, 

BPNR liaised with DSM to identify opportunities for development of a simplified 

dietary assessment method. In addition, BPNR and Gallup worked together to 

include a project within the BPNR portfolio aimed at developing an indicator of 

“healthy diet” for inclusion in the 160-country Gallup World Poll. This project is 

unique, as it will focus on key indicators of “diet quality” without attempting 

quantification of intake or gaps in specific nutrients of food types. During the course 

of the BPNR project, the instruments to assess diet quality will be finalized, pilot 

tested and refined, ready for inclusion in the Gallup World Poll. 

 

In the behaviour change intervention (BCI) stream, BPNR liaised with the 

University of Colorado, Denver and the National Institute of Public Health to 

develop a proposal for assessing the palatability of two types of Small-Quantity 

Lipid-Based Nutrition Supplement (SQ-LNS) for children 6 to 24 month of age. This 

study will be conducted in United States and Mexico.  

 

In the food safety work stream, the study led by Cornell University progressed as 

planned. The research team finalized the study protocol, and advanced in the first 

stages for development of software for the assessment of aflatoxins in blood and 

urine. In addition to research progress, and as steps for its strategic planning, 

BPNR updated its logical framework, and contracted an external formative 

evaluation. 

On course 

Basis for 

assessment: 

several 

achievements made 

towards 

commitments 
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Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN)  

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment  Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

2. As co-chairs of the SUN Business 

Network, in partnership with the World Food 

Programme, GAIN will help launch the 

Business Innovation Programme (BIP), 

which by 2017 will: 

 

(i) Broker 20 new multistakeholder 

partnerships to address priority 

interventions identified by SUN country 

governments, via a partnership brokering 

facility. 

 

(ii) Support 32 businesses, along with 

national governments, to implement 

multistakeholder approaches to national 

nutrition strategies in SUN countries and 

deliver on business commitments of the 

compact, via a technical assistance facility. 

 

(iii) Author at least 40 new case studies on 

how markets can improve nutrition for the 

poor, via a learning center. 

In 2017, the SUN Business Network’s funding was renewed until the end of 

December 2020. By December 2017, the SBN had recruited over 400 companies 

to the network globally, over 350 of which are based in SUN Countries. 

By December, SBN has supported 30 Countries to develop business engagement 

strategies. 16 SUN Countries report the establishment of National SBNs, with a 

further 14 developing strategies to do so.  

In 2017:  

• new National SBNs were established in El Salvador, Mali and Madagascar 

• a review of opportunities and support for developing SBNs in Ethiopia, the four 

Latin American SUN Countries and Rwanda were conducted 

• Senegal and Kenya SUN Focal Points were successfully supported to access 

funding developing strategies for their national networks 

 

A review of the needs of the business members in National SBNs revealed the 

four following issues as major barriers to companies investing in, and taking 

action on, nutrition – Access to finance, Public policy challenges, Demand 

creation, Access to technical assistance. The SBN has responded by designing 

new tools in these areas. 
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Grand Challenges Canada   

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) 

commitment  

Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

1. Grand Challenges Canada has 

already invested in more than 20 

nutrition-related projects, led by 

innovators in 13 different low- and 

lower-middle-income countries and 

Canada, totaling more than CAD 

$6 million (US$6.2 million). 

While striving to support bold ideas with big impact in global health, Grand Challenges 

Canada, individually and through its partnerships, has invested CAD $121.4 million in 384 

nutrition-related projects, including 28 funded in 2017, led by innovators in more than 30 

low- and lower-middle-income countries and Canada. Most recent investments include 

innovations such as the Omena Black Box, a small fish solar drier to boost consumption of 

nutrient dense fish; using egg shells as a source of dietary calcium; drought-resistant 

permaculture gardens; as well as a wide range of innovations supporting and measuring the 

long-term impacts of exclusive breastfeeding.  

 

To date, approximately 2.2M people have been reached, approximately 12,000 lives have 

been improved, and more than 8600 lives have been saved through these commitments to 

nutrition-specific and nutrition-sensitive innovations. This includes work supported through 

Grand Challenges Canada's Stars in Global Health, Saving Brains, and Transition-to-Scale 

portfolios and work supported by the Saving Lives at Birth initiative, of which Grand 

Challenges Canada (GCC) is a partner (see comment below). For more information please 

visit http://www.grandchallenges.ca/, http://savingbrainsinnovation.net, and 

http://savinglivesatbirth.net/. 

 

Saving Lives at Birth (http://savinglivesatbirth.net)is a partnership between GCC, United 

States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA), 

and UK the Department for International Development (DFID). Saving Brains 

(http://savingbrainsinnovation.net) is a partnership including GCC, Aga Khan Foundation of 

Canada, Bernard van Leer Foundation, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the ELMA 

Foundation, Grand Challenges Ethiopia, Maria Cecilia Souto Vidigal Foundation, Palix 

Foundation, UBS Optimus Foundation, and World Vision Canada. 

On track 

Basis for 

assessment: 

Original 

commitment 

language is vague, 

but Grand 

Challenges Canada 

continues to invest 

in several nutrition 

projects. 

 


