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UN Tracking Table 2018  

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

1. Strengthen its approach to enhancing nutrition in 

all aspects of its work, including strengthening 

nutrition-specific activities and emphasizing 

nutrition-sensitive approaches in agriculture, 

fisheries, forestry, and natural resources.  

FAO in mainstreaming nutrition in its strategic objectives. An Audit 

conducted on FAO's mainstreaming nutrition work, recommended further 

actions to deepen the mainstreaming within the organization, including 

mainstreaming nutrition in the Organizations project cycle. Nutrition is now 

reported in FAO's Committees on Fisheries, Forestry, Agriculture, and at 

FAO regional conferences. From September–December 2018, FAO 

organized regional conferences in all of its five regions on Sustainable food 

systems for healthy diets and improved nutrition. 

On course 

Basis for 

assessment: 

Continued work in 

all commitments 

mentioned. 

2. Locate additional staff resources outside 

headquarters to be better able to respond to 

country needs.  

In the past biennium, we have received external funding to support country 

level work on nutrition in at least 12 additional countries Sub-Saharan Africa 

and Asia. 
 

3. From 2014 onward, monitor and report nutrition-

related outcomes and targets against FAO’s new 

strategic-level objective: Contribute to the 

eradication of hunger, food insecurity, and 

malnutrition. FAO commits to approve provisional 

targets to monitor achievement of this objective, 

including the percentage of countries with medium-

to-high or high stunting prevalence (16 in Africa) 

that have improved their evidence-based process 

to formulate, implement, monitor, and evaluate 

policies and programs, increasing to 50% by 2015 

and 100% by 2017.  

FAO, Nutrition and Food systems division contributes substantially to the 

Strategic Objective one – To contribute to the eradication of hunger, food 

insecurity and malnutrition. The division has several milestones under this 

strategic objective that is monitored annually for achievement. 
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Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

4. Improve the measurement of food insecurity, 

hunger, and malnutrition, including through 

broadening the basis of measurement to include 

other dimensions of malnutrition.  

FAO has improved the measurement of food insecurity by releasing a new 

indicator ‘Food Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES)’; which provides sex 

disaggregated data on food insecurity. This indicator has now been 

accepted as SDG 1 indicator. FAO is working to close the dietary data gap, 

by developing the Individual Food Consumption Tool (FAO/WHO GIFT), a 

platform to host individual food consumption data. The platform will be 

launched in 2018. 

 

5. Continue to support countries in adopting 

evidence-based nutrition programs, sharing 

experiences, and consensus building through the 

process leading up to and beyond the Second 

International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2) in 

2014.  

FAO continues to support countries to focus on food systems reforms to 

address all forms of malnutrition. To support this effort, in 2016 FAO held an 

international conference on sustainable food systems for healthy diets and 

improved nutrition. Following this, similar regional conferences were held in 

all FAO five regions. The outcomes of these regional conferences were fed 

into the FAO regional Conferences in 2017. 

 

6. Mobilize the UN System, through the UN 

System High-Level Task Force on Global Food 

Security, to meet the goals of the UN secretary-

general’s Zero-Hunger Challenge (ZHC) 

announced at the Rio summit last year.  

FAO now hosts the UN Standing Committee on Nutrition. UNSCN 

coordinates the global nutrition work of the UN agencies. Additionally, FAO 

and WHO are leading the implementation of the UN Decade of Action on 

Nutrition (2016–2025) in collaboration with other UN agencies and CFS and 

the UNSCN. The aim of the decade, among others is to accelerate the 

achievement of the global nutrition targets and the SDG by 2030. 
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International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

1. Introduce specific nutrition-sensitive designs in 

approximately 20% of all new IFAD-funded projects.  

1. Nutrition-sensitive projects approved in 2015–17: more than 33% 

were nutrition-sensitive (47%) 

Reached 

commitment 

Basis for 

assessment: 

Based on most 

recent data 

available, 

surpassed stated 

percentage goals 

for both nutrition-

sensitive projects 

and COSOPs. 

2. Integrate nutrition-sensitive analysis, indicators, and 

activities into approximately 30% of all new results 

based on country strategic opportunities programs 

(COSOPs).  

2. Nutrition-sensitive COSOPs approved in 2015–17: 100% were 

nutrition-sensitive 

New Commitment Post 2013 N4G:  

The commitments as of 2013 were increased to 

3. Introduce nutrition-sensitive designs in 

approximately in 33% of all newly approved projects in 

2016–2018. 

 

Such projects identify clear pathways through which it 

can maximize its contribution to improving 

nutrition/healthy diets by ensuring changes in food 

consumption patterns, connect and coordinate with 

interventions from other sectors and partners. 

 

 

3. Nutrition-sensitive projects approved in 2017–18: 47%  

4. 100% of newly approved Country Strategies are 

nutrition-sensitive by: 

  

• include a nutrition situation assessment, particular in 

areas and among beneficiaries where IFAD will work 

• describe country programs and policies relevant to 

nutrition and agriculture 

• show how strategic objectives and potential projects 

relate to nutrition 

4. Nutrition-sensitive COSOPs approved in 2017–18: 100% 
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Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

The Emergency Relief Coordinator will work with 

colleagues to ensure that the work of the humanitarian 

community supports the implementation of the 

commitments made today as part of the Global N4G 

Compact. Specifically, the coordinators will make sure 

that nutrition is sufficiently prioritized in humanitarian 

emergencies and that the work of humanitarian and 

development agencies on nutrition is more closely 

aligned. In order to do this, the coordinator will commit 

to highlighting the importance of nutrition for growth 

with governments, partners, and donors and will 

ensure the following:  

 

1. All humanitarian appeals contain an analysis of 

nutrition needs and priorities. 

 

2. Nutrition is adequately considered and prioritized in 

the allocation of humanitarian funding. 

 

3. All Humanitarian Coordinators (HCs) are fully 

informed of the importance of nutrition and how to 

support it. 

 

4. Emergency nutrition programs are linked to national 

and development efforts. 

No response No response 
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UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund)   

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

1. Expand support to countries that are formulating 

national policies, building capacity, and 

implementing and monitoring programs with the 

goal of reducing stunting and other forms of 

undernutrition.  

1. In 2017, UNICEF provided strategic, technical and financial support to 

120 countries in the development and implementation of policies and 

programmes to address stunting and other forms of malnutrition, prioritizing 

those countries where the burden and needs are greatest.   

 

In infant and young child nutrition, UNICEF continued to support the scale-

up of community-based counselling services to improve caregivers’ 

knowledge of and skills in optimal feeding practices. The number of 

countries with the capacity to provide infant and young child feeding 

counselling services to communities increased steadily, from 20 in 2014 to 

35 in 2017. UNICEF also provided technical support to governments to fully 

implement the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes 

through the adoption, monitoring and enforcement of national legislation. 

Guidance was provided to the governments of Kenya, the Lao People’s 

Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Mongolia, the Niger, Pakistan, the 

Philippines, Somalia, Timor-Leste and Zambia in 2017; there are now 137 

countries with at least some form of legal measure in place covering some 

or all the provisions of the Code.  

 

In micronutrient supplementation and fortification, UNICEF supplied 

approximately 553 million vitamin A capsules to 58 priority countries, in 

collaboration with Nutrition International, contributing to reach at least 250 

million children in need were reached with two doses of vitamin A 

supplementation in 2017.   

 

In treatment and care for children with severe acute malnutrition and 

nutrition in emergencies, UNICEF supported the scale-up of treatment and 

care for children with severe acute malnutrition in 67 countries in 2017, 

reaching 4 million children living in both development and emergency 

On course 

Basis for 

assessment: 

Progress is reported 

for all 2013 

commitments  
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UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund)   

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

contexts. In the wake of complex humanitarian crises throughout 2017, 

UNICEF provided critical support to improve emergency preparedness and 

response in 66 countries. UNICEF supports governments in developing risk-

informed programmes that are poised to adapt when emergencies strike. As 

the Cluster Lead Agency for Nutrition, UNICEF worked to promote 

coordinated, timely and effective nutrition emergency response at national 

and subnational levels. 

2. Promote synergies between nutrition-specific 

and nutrition-sensitive programming.  

2. UNICEF continues to promote multisectoral nutrition programming, 

including synergies with health, WASH (see below), ECD, social protection, 

while promoting linkages with agriculture especially around complementary 

feeding. For example, in Ethiopia, UNICEF sought to strengthen linkages 

with the agriculture sector to improve complementary feeding practices. As 

part of this effort, UNICEF supported the Ministry of Health and the Ministry 

of Agriculture and Natural Resources to develop a training for health 

extension workers and agriculture development agents on infant and young 

child nutrition and nutrition-sensitive agriculture. More than 2,480 

agricultural development agents and the same number of health extension 

workers were equipped with better skills and knowledge on nutrition-

sensitive agriculture. In Kenya, UNICEF undertook a number of studies to 

inform its advocacy on investing in multisectoral approaches to stunting 

reduction. These studies included: (1) using cash and health education to 

deliver nutrition counselling to women enrolled in the cash transfer 

programme (findings due in 2018); (2) researching nutrition messaging in 

community-led total sanitation initiatives, which revealed a positive impact of 

knowledge on some sanitation practices and improved breastfeeding 

knowledge at the community level; and (3) a cost-of-diet study in Turkana, 

which demonstrated that the current cash transfer value met only 10% of 

food requirements and needed to be increased during the drought.  
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UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund)   

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

3. Through A Promise Renewed (APR), a global 

effort to reduce child deaths, UNICEF will call on 

national policymakers to incorporate a nutrition-

sensitive focus within their strategies, and nutrition 

outcomes will be monitored through country 

scorecards.  

3. UNICEF continues to advocate for nutrition in global discussions to 

promote equity, and commitments to prevent maternal, newborn and child 

deaths through movements such as A Promise Renewed (APR) and Every 

Woman Every Child. UNICEF continues to call on national policymakers to 

incorporate nutrition-sensitive focus within their strategies, and monitoring of 

nutrition outcomes through country scorecards. Specifically, UNICEF and 

WHO have launched a global breastfeeding scorecard used to track global 

and country progress against seven key policy recommendations related to 

breastfeeding. Work to monitor achievements at country level has also been 

implemented. For example, in Tanzania, UNICEF provided technical 

assistance for regions to produce multisectoral nutrition scorecards; and the 

proportion of regions producing them increased from 12% in 2015/16 to 

73% in 2016/17. Such evidence-based planning was critical to supporting 

the implementation of the national multisectoral nutrition action plan in 

Tanzania. 

 

4. Over the next five years, UNICEF will work with 

government partners to include essential nutrition 

services in all health intervention packages 

delivered through Child Health Day (CHD) events.  

4. UNICEF continues to work with countries to ensure that Child Health and 

Nutrition Days, and other platforms, are optimized to deliver essential 

nutrition services, including vitamin A supplementation, deworming, 

behavior change communication, screening for severe acute malnutrition, 

growth monitoring and promotion, as appropriate for the country context. In 

2017, UNICEF HQ supported systems strengthening and integration of a 

package of interventions, into community and immunization platforms, 

especially through a multi-country grant from the Government of Canada in 

more than 15 countries in Eastern and Southern Africa and West and 

Central Africa.  

 

5. Over the next five years, UNICEF will integrate 

an explicit nutrition focus within the community-

5. Joint Nutrition-WASH programming were implemented in 22 countries, 

including joint planning and implementation, joint monitoring and data 
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UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund)   

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

based water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) 

programs, using stunting as an indicator of major 

programs’ effectiveness and advocating for others 

to do the same.  

analysis, and joint advocacy and fundraising. Nutrition and WASH 

programmes are integrated in many contexts, given that poor sanitation and 

hygiene practices are essential determinants in the cycle of infectious 

diseases and undernutrition. In Pakistan, UNICEF continued implementing 

its nutrition and WASH stunting-reduction programme. In 2017, UNICEF 

improved the sustainability of the programme’s joint monitoring framework; 

developed a stunting-reduction manual for Lady Health Workers in Sindh; 

and prepared communication strategies focusing on feeding practices, 

WASH, health and food security in Punjab and Sindh. In India, the nutrition 

missions are an important state-level platform, bringing together the 

nutrition, health and WASH sectors to improve nutrition outcomes. In 2017, 

West Bengal approved the formation of a state Nutrition Mission and 

UNICEF continued to support five other state nutrition missions to forge 

strategic partnerships to scale up actions for improved maternal and child 

nutrition. In Tamil Nadu, a State Nutrition Alliance, comprised of 20 

partners, was formed to strengthen existing mechanisms for convergence 

and to coordinate state nutrition policy, which was vital to improving 

coordination among health, nutrition and WASH sectors. The DFID-

supported Joint Resilience Project in the Sudan is another example of 

effective nutrition-WASH integration. This three-year project, a partnership 

between UNICEF, FAO and WFP, was implemented from September 2014 

to August 2017 and aimed to build resilience by addressing the effects of 

flood and drought shocks on the health and nutrition status of women and 

children in four localities in Kassala state, eastern Sudan. 

6. UNICEF will scale up support to children with 

severe acute malnutrition (SAM).  

6. Children with SAM need urgent treatment and care to survive and thrive; 

supporting governments and partners in delivering these services is central 

to UNICEF’s mandate. In 2017, UNICEF supported the scale-up of services 

to treat and care for children with SAM in both development and emergency 
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UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund)   

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

contexts. With UNICEF support, more children with SAM were reached in 

2017 than ever before. The annual number of children treated for SAM 

increased from 2.7 million in 2014 to 4 million in 2017. To catalyse global 

action to scale up care for children with SAM, UNICEF, DFID, the European 

Commission, Action Against Hunger, the Children’s Investment Fund 

Foundation and USAID are leading the No Wasted Lives coalition, with the 

aim of treating 6 million children with SAM annually by 2020. First launched 

in 2016, No Wasted Lives seeks to make SAM a political and public health 

priority, identify and share effective ways to prevent and treat SAM, mobilize 

resources to treat more children in urgent need, and maximize the 

effectiveness of current spending. Most recently joined by WFP, No Wasted 

Lives is contextualizing the focus of SAM in the broader context of a 

continuum of care for acute malnutrition. 

7. UNICEF will demonstrate leadership in areas 

such as breastfeeding promotion and infant and 

young child feeding.  

7. In 2017, UNICEF and its partners also sparked important advancements 

in the global landscape of infant and young child nutrition as a result of 

concerted and strategic advocacy in 2017. The Global Breastfeeding 

Collective, a partnership led by UNICEF and the World Health Organization 

(WHO), released an investment case on breastfeeding and a global 

breastfeeding scorecard to track global and country progress against seven 

key policy recommendations for improving rates of breastfeeding. These 

initiatives generated significant media coverage in top-tier media outlets (at 

least 2,000 print, online and broadcast media in six languages) and, 

together with UNICEF’s World Breastfeeding Week posts, reached an 

estimated 545 million people via social media, with active engagement by 

more than 190,000. 

 

8. UNICEF will employ innovative methodologies 

to strengthen real-time monitoring in more than 20 

8. Real-time information and monitoring remains a key focus area for 

UNICEF Innovation, and enabled by Rapid Pro, an open source software 
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UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund)   

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

countries. Experience in Rwanda, Uganda, Malawi, 

and Nigeria using SMS technology to improve 

program management will be expanded. Over the 

next 3 years, UNICEF will support the 

implementation of Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 

(MICS) in about 50 countries.  

platform, that UNICEF launched in 2014. At least 12 countries are using 

real-time technology to support nutrition programming, with support to tasks 

ranging from supply chain strengthening to screening for severe acute 

malnutrition. In 2017, follow up work to a target product profile for an 

innovation project for height/length measurement equipment was ongoing 

with a number of potential innovative products identified which led to the 

release of a request for proposals. UNICEF continued to support the 

implementation of MICS surveys, with at least 43 countries planning to 

implement 49 surveys for MICS 6 round. In 2017, at least 7 countries were 

undertaking fieldwork for ten surveys. 

9. Analysis of the work of the four main UN 

agencies active in nutrition has allowed 

strengthened coordination in Scaling Up Nutrition 

(SUN) countries. The United Nations’ Renewed 

Efforts Against Child Hunger and undernutrition 

(REACH), which is operational in 13 SUN 

countries, plans to expand to 2 additional 

countries. Further expansion will be explored.  

9. In 2017, UNICEF continued to play a major role in the UN Network, SUN 

and REACH at global, regional and country level. In particular, UNICEF’s 

leadership role in the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) movement is important in 

galvanizing national commitments to and investments in maternal and child 

nutrition. UNICEF continued to chair the SUN Lead Group and SUN 

membership expanded steadily throughout the strategic plan period, with 

the number of country members increasing from 48 in 2014 to 60 countries 

and three states of India in 2017, with the Central African Republic, Gabon 

and Afghanistan being the movement’s newest members. UNICEF, together 

with FAO, WFP and WHO, facilitated the Central African Republic’s 

membership by supporting the government in establishing a technical 

multisector platform, developing a national policy for food security and 

nutrition, and launching the Central African parliamentary network against 

malnutrition. 

Additional comment: Please note that a comprehensive report of UNICEF's 

results in nutrition is published annually and available on UNICEF's website 

(www.unicef.org/publications). The "2017 Annual Results Report Nutrition" 

will be available in Q2 2018. 
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UN Network for SUN   

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) 

commitment to 2020 

Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

The heads of the following UN 

agencies commit to the joint 

engagement and support in 

achieving the goals of the SUN 

Movement: FAO Director-General 

José Graziano da Silva, WHO 

Director-General Margaret Chan, 

IFAD President Kanayo Nwanze, 

UNICEF Executive Director 

Anthony Lake, and World Food 

Programme Executive Director 

Earthrin Cousin. Later this year, 

the UN Network for SUN will 

formally launch with a goal of 

providing the platform for improved 

and effective interagency 

cooperation. 

The number of UN Networks increased from 57 to 60 SUN countries, with the percentage of 

Networks with chairs or co-chairs increasing from 73 to 80% between 2016 and 2017. 

Achievements of the Country-level UN Networks in 2017 include a Multi-sectoral Nutrition 

Overview exercise in Sierra Leone, undertaken with multiple ministries, which highlighted 

progress in areas such as exclusive breastfeeding rates (which tripled in a five year period) 

and remaining concerns related to stunting levels in targeted geographical pockets. These 

findings were used by the UNN members and donors to fuel advocacy efforts, which 

included a televised dialogue with parliamentarians, resulting in the enactment of a Food 

and Feed Safety Bill and fourteen registered political parties committing to include food and 

nutrition security within their manifestos.  

  

Increasingly, the UNN Secretariat-supported mapping tool is being utilised by country UN 

Networks (8 in 2017 including Côte d’Ivoire, DRC and The Gambia). This in-depth exercise 

involves all relevant nutrition stakeholders (not just the UN), engaged in nutrition-specific 

and sensitive actions to derive a detailed picture of who is doing what, where and reaching 

whom (all mapping findings are accessible at: https://www.unnetworkforsun.org/outcome-1). 

The mapping exercise in Senegal was extremely well-received and is being used as a 

baseline for the National Nutrition Plan, and will be periodically updated to assess progress 

during the lifetime of the Plan.  Similarly in Myanmar, the mapping findings were launched 

strategically with key stakeholders in the development phase of the National Nutrition Plan 

and thus fed directly into it. The UN inventory tool, structured around the Compendium of 

Actions for Nutrition, is used to categorize UN nutrition actions across sectors in a 

systematic manner that enables cross-agency comparison, and thus areas of more effective 

coordination. In Haiti, the UN Nutrition Inventory tool was used to bridge the gap between 

the development-humanitarian nexus, in the face of the reoccurring emergencies and the 

crucial need to build resilience, as a means to enhance coping mechanisms.  

Reached 

commitment  

  

Basis for 

assessment:  

Launched and 

developed the UN 

Network for SUN 

prior to this 

reporting period. 

Despite vague 

original 

commitment, 

reported progress 

specifically 

describes many 

areas of ongoing 

work and 

collaboration efforts 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unnetworkforsun.org%2Foutcome-1&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf050392beb82458f6eaf08d5f2f35c54%7C462ad9aed7d94206b87471b1e079776f%7C0%7C0%7C636682049387441737&sdata=tuMQulbYqwj6CR7TJgvzBTrLDybSJEVIhxBEl9GDHEo%3D&reserved=0
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World Food Programme (WFP)   

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

1. Maternal nutrition and adolescent girls: Launch 

a partnership with the United Nations Population 

Fund (UNFPA) to improve the nutritional status of 

adolescent girls and women, particularly during the 

first 450 days (from the start of pregnancy through 

a child’s first six months of age).  

1 – WFP joined the H6+ working group currently chaired by WHO and 

UNFPA acting as the secretariat, 2 – WFP finalised a 4 country formative, 

qualitative survey in Cambodia, Kenya, Uganda and Guatemala. The 

objectives of the study is  to contribute to the evidence base on how to best 

reach this underserved adolescent group with improved nutrition. Innovative 

formative research techniques to better understand the situation of 

adolescents in each of these contexts. A mapping of the stakeholders 

currently working with adolescents in each countries and the policy 

environment impacting this group was undertaken. The study will help us 

gain a better understanding of how to effectively engage adolescents as an 

essential starting point for assessing how nutrition-specific and nutrition-

sensitive interventions can be delivered and best related to other 

components of the adolescence equation including, for example, improved 

school attendance, broader adolescent health services and livelihood skills. 

The study report will be launched during 2018 WHA. 

On course 

Basis for 

assessment: 

Although the 

language of the 

original 

commitments was 

vague, several 

activities were 

conducted in all 

areas mentioned. 

2. Nutrition Resource Center: Use WFP’s Centre of 

Excellence against Hunger to support the 

commitment by the government of Brazil to the 

creation and facilitation of a Nutrition Resource 

Hub, as a model of South–South cooperation.  

South–South collaboration to improve nutrition programmes and outcomes 

is a key feature of WFP Nutrition Division Knowledge Management plan for 

2018. In 2017, 1. Regional peer learning among Sri-Lanka, Bangladesh, 

India. 2. Expert deployment from Chile to Paraguay to help develop a 

national programme on the prevention of child malnutrition. 3. Additional 

opportunities being explored for linking China CoE to explore options for Sri 

Lanka to adapt Chinese production technologies and practices to procure 

kernels locally. 4. WFP conducted 8 South–South reviews to identify the 

most relevant opportunities for South–South collaboration. 5. WFP with 

UNDP has launched South–South matching platform SSMart for SDGs.  
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World Food Programme (WFP)   

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

3. SUN Business Network: On behalf of the SUN 

Business Network platform (co-chaired with the 

Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition [GAIN]), 

WFP will announce the launch of the Business 

Innovation Program, which will strengthen the 

network by involving leaders from the public and 

private sectors to support the commitments of the 

Global N4G Compact.  

In 2017, WFP reaffirmed its leadership in the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) 

Movement with the appointment of WFP’s Executive Director to the SUN 

Lead Group and the SUN Business Advisory Group, as well as the 

appointment of WFP’s Director of Nutrition to the SUN Executive Committee 

and to the UN Network Steering Committee. At the 2017 SUN Global 

Gathering, WFP co-hosted and spoke on panels of five side events as well 

as one plenary session panel. At the country level, WFP has also been 

increasing its engagement as the host of the UN Network for SUN and as a 

co-convener of the SUN Business Network, chairing more than a third of UN 

Network chairmanships and nearly half of SUN Business Network 

chairmanships at the country level in 2017.  

 

4. Nutrition-specific activities: Continue to improve 

nutrition-specific activities to prevent stunting, 

prevent acute malnutrition, treat moderate acute 

malnutrition, and address micronutrient 

deficiencies by working with governments and 

partners to ensure that beneficiaries are reached 

with the right food at the right time. WFP will 

contribute to strengthening the evidence base for 

improved maternal and child nutrition.  

4.  

• WFP in partnership with key research institutes and UNICEF developed a 

tool to strengthen nutrition situation analysis and decision-making, called 

the "Fill the Nutrient Gap" tool. This tool aims to support identification of 

strategies to help overcome barriers to adequate nutrient intake, 

particularly for vulnerable groups (children under 2, pregnant and lactating 

women, and adolescent girls). The Fill the Nutrient Gap Tool (FNG) has 

now been rolled out to 13 countries, with ten more planned for 2018.  

• WFP continues to collaborate with private sector partners, academic 

partners and research institutions to (1) support operational research in 

nutrition and development of specialized food to meet the nutrients needs 

of specific target groups, including for pregnant and lactating women and 

children under five; (2) build evidence towards supporting good health and 

nutrition for vulnerable groups, such as adolescent girls. 

 

5. Nutrition-sensitive activities: WFP will continue 

to assess programs such as general food 

In order to increase the nutrition-sensitivity of all WFP programming, WFP 

has partnered with organisations like the International Food Policy 
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World Food Programme (WFP)   

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

distribution, school feeding, purchase for progress 

(P4P), social protection, and resilience building 

through a nutrition lens so that they contribute fully 

to achieving nutrition outcomes.  

Research Institute (IFPRI) to develop programme design options that 

maximise nutrition impacts. This involves measures like including de-

worming activities as part of a school meals programme or incorporating 

nutrition education into food transfers. WFP’s first-ever Nutrition Sensitive 

Programming was released in 2017, offering practical recommendations for 

activities like smallholder-farmer initiatives, cash-based transfers, asset 

creation and livelihoods, school meals, and social protection and safety 

nets. New corporate indicators like Minimum Dietary Diversity for Women 

(MDD-W) and Food Consumption Score Nutrition (FCS-N) have been 

adopted in WFP’s Corporate Results Framework in order to monitor 

nutrition outcomes for nutrition-sensitive programming. A total of 64 WFP 

Country Offices worldwide have developed nutrition sensitive strategic 

objectives as part of their Country Strategic Planning. 
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World Health Organization (WHO)   

Nutrition for Growth (N4G) commitment to 2020 Reported progress in 2017–2018 2018 Assessment 

1. Committed to support countries as they 

formulate good public health policies, particularly 

with reference to the promotion and protection of 

breastfeeding and adequate complementary 

feeding, and to strengthen monitoring systems for 

nutrition in countries.  

WHO continues to deliver on its N4G commitments. 

 

WHO has defined its nutrition vision and mission through the development 

of a fit-for-purpose nutrition strategy, WHO’s Ambition and Action in 

Nutrition 2016–2025 anchored in the six global nutrition targets and the 

global diet-related NCD targets and in alignment with the UN Decade of 

Action on Nutrition. It follows a set of guiding principles and proposes 

priority actions for WHO as well as a clear allocation of roles across the 

Organization. 

 

Good progress has been noted in this UN Decade of Action on Nutrition 

2016–2025. According to the data contained in WHO’s Global database on 

the Implementation of Nutrition Action (GINA), recently updated with 

information from the second global nutrition policy review (2016–2017), 189 

countries have national policies and plans that contain explicit goals and 

strategies to improve nutrition and promote healthy diets; 182 countries 

include in their policies and plans goals aligned to the global nutrition 

targets for 2025: 113 targeting stunting, 91 anaemia in women, 101 low 

birth weight, 141 child overweight, 129 exclusive breastfeeding and 101 

wasting. Forty-nine of the 92 countries that have United Nations 

Development Assistance Frameworks included global nutrition targets in 

them. Countries reporting taking action for treating moderate acute 

malnutrition increased from 37 in 2009–2010 to 81 in 2016–2017, and for 

treating severe acute malnutrition, from 47 to 87. 

 

While 129 countries recommend exclusive breastfeeding for 6 months, 100 

countries continue to recommend breastfeeding until two years or beyond. 

However, only 10% of births occur in facilities designated as “Baby-friendly”. 

Whereas 135 countries have enacted legal measures covering some of the 

On course 

Basis for 

assessment: 

Progress reported 

for Commitment 1 

and 3; unclear 

whether progress 

has been made for 

Commitment 2.  
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provisions of the International Code of Marketing Breast-Milk Substitutes, 

only 39 countries incorporate all or most of its provisions. Maternity leave 

cash benefits of at least two thirds of prior earnings for 14 weeks are 

currently provided in 77 countries. WHO prepared an implementation 

manual to assist Member States in the effective implementation of the WHO 

guidance on ending inappropriate promotion of foods for infants and young 

children. The manual provides the rationale for each recommendation 

contained in the guidance and suggests possible actions for Member States 

in establishing a legal and policy environment conducive to ending 

inappropriate promotion of foods for infants and young children. In order to 

enhance the protection, promotion and support of breastfeeding, WHO and 

UNICEF have taken steps to ensure that all maternity facilities practice the 

Ten Steps to Successful Breastfeeding. The Ten Steps were revised to 

reflect the latest science on the critical practices that support breastfeeding 

in the first few days of life. 

 

Moreover, 165 of the 189 countries have also integrated goals related to 

diet-related noncommunicable disease targets: 92 for sodium/salt intake, 82 

for high blood pressure, 132 for diabetes and 152 for overweight and 

obesity in adults and adolescents. Progress was observed in policies to 

promote healthy diets and to prevent and manage acute malnutrition. 

Nutrition labelling now takes place in 122 countries, compared with 51 in the 

period 2009–2010.3 Similarly, the number of countries that are taking action 

has increased in the following areas: food reformulation, from 29 in 2009–

2010 to 60 in 2016–2017 (in 40 countries the focus is on sodium/salt 

reduction); trans-fat bans, from 12 to 26; and fiscal policies to promote 

healthy diets, from 15 to 38 (30 on sugar-sweetened beverages). 
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2. Specifically, the organization is working on 

further expansion of the guidance on chronic 

undernutrition and maternal nutrition.  

While 129 countries recommend exclusive breastfeeding for 6 months, 100 

countries continue to recommend breastfeeding until two years or beyond. 

However, only 10% of births occur in facilities designated as “Baby-friendly”. 

Whereas 135 countries have enacted legal measures covering some of the 

provisions of the International Code of Marketing Breast-Milk Substitutes, 

only 39 countries incorporate all or most of its provisions. Maternity leave 

cash benefits of at least two thirds of prior earnings for 14 weeks are 

currently provided in 77 countries. WHO prepared an implementation 

manual to assist Member States in the effective implementation of the WHO 

guidance on ending inappropriate promotion of foods for infants and young 

children. The manual provides the rationale for each recommendation 

contained in the guidance and suggests possible actions for Member States 

in establishing a legal and policy environment conducive to ending 

inappropriate promotion of foods for infants and young children. In order to 

enhance the protection, promotion and support of breastfeeding, WHO and 

UNICEF have taken steps to ensure that all maternity facilities practice the 

Ten Steps to Successful Breastfeeding. The Ten Steps were revised to 

reflect the latest science on the critical practices that support breastfeeding 

in the first few days of life. 

 

3. WHO will also complete development of a 

monitoring framework and will produce a report on 

the achievement of global targets in 2014. 

Countries have expressed the ambition of ending all forms of malnutrition by 

2030, including achieving the “internationally agreed targets” on stunting 

and wasting in children under 5 years of age. Upon request by Member 

States, WHO has clarified how the targets contained in the comprehensive 

implementation plan on maternal, infant and young child nutrition would be 

aligned with the targets in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

WHO, in collaboration with UNICEF, has therefore analysed the effect of 

extending to 2030 the action and level of effort currently under the 

comprehensive implementation plan on maternal, infant and young child 
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nutrition. The analysis on the extension to 2030 of the 2025 targets on 

maternal, infant and young child nutrition would be discussed by the WHO 

Board in January 2018. 

 

The WHO Global Targets tracking tool to help countries set their national 

targets and monitor progress.is now available in 4 UN languages (English, 

French, Spanish, and Russian). 

 


